
INVESTIGATOR COLLEGE 

2018 Middle School FAQ   

 

 

 

Middle School Merger – Frequently Asked Questions  

Investigator College recently announced that all Middle School students will be located at a new 

“Middle School Precinct” at the Victor Harbor Campus from 2018.  We acknowledge this is a significant 

development for the College.  This FAQ sheet seeks to answer the key questions that we have been 

asked through our engagement with parents.    

 

Why is the Investigator College Middle School merging? 

The Middle School is merging to cater for the specific educational needs of all Year 7-9 students, to 

strengthen our academic offering and provide a seamless transition from Middle to Senior School. 

Our students in Years 7-9 will benefit from an increased range of subject choices, access to specialist 

teachers and SACE subjects, improved facilities and more opportunities for personal development and 

leadership.   

As an R-12 college we already group our students into Junior, Middle and Senior years, with the 

exciting addition of Early Learners in 2018.  The decision to merge our Middle School is aligned with 

the existing College structure, and provides the optimum platform for student outcomes.   

 

How will the combined Middle School provide better educational outcomes?  

The importance of specialist teachers is particularly pronounced in Years 7, 8 and 9 when the 

Australian Curriculum requires a higher level of subject-specific expertise, particularly in the areas of 

Mathematics, Science, Humanities and Social Services and English. 

 

The location of Middle School students in closer proximity to the Senior School facilitates access to the 

teachers, facilities, technology and subjects that will better enable and support our Middle year 

students to identify their strengths, and make the right subject choices for their Senior years.  This 

includes improved access to SACE level subjects (and teachers), better accelerated learning 

opportunities and scope to expand our Individualised Education Programs. In addition, Middle School 

students will be better informed about post-school options and will enjoy greater flexibility in subject 

choices/pathways. 

 

What will the Middle School environment look and ‘feel’ like? 

The new Middle School Precinct will be a zone specifically designed for Middle School students. It will 

include upgraded learning areas, outdoor social and activity areas, and a visual and physical 

connection with the new Senior School Plaza and facilities. Middle School staff and students will have 

the opportunity to help finalise the design and features of this “Precinct”. 

  

Will transport be available between the campuses? 

Yes, our complimentary Express Bus service will continue to cater for all students who currently attend 

the Goolwa Campus to get to the Victor Harbor Campus.  The Express Bus departs from the Goolwa 

Campus at 8:25am. 

  

What time will my child get back to Goolwa after school?  

It is expected that the Express Bus will arrive at the Goolwa Campus by 3:50pm. 

 

Do parents have to make two trips to Goolwa to pick up a Junior School student and then a Middle or 

Senior School student? 

No. There will be a staff member on yard duty until the Express Bus arrives, so Junior School students 

will be supervised. 
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I would like to move other children to the Victor Harbor Campus. Who do I talk to about this? 

Parents can speak with our Registrar, Julie Brentson, in the first instance. Julie can be contacted at the 

College or via email: jbrenston@investigator.sa.edu.au 

 

Will there be an opportunity for students to participate in some transition this year? 

Yes. There will be specific days, late in Term 4, for next year’s Middle School students to come together 

at the Victor Harbor Campus to undertake a transition program for 2018. The new Middle School 

Precinct will be new for all students in Middle School next year. Details of the transition program will be 

sent home to families in the next few weeks. 

 

What does the new Middle School mean for the Junior School at the Goolwa Campus? 

The R-6 Junior School at Goolwa will continue to offer and provide a quality independent College 

education to the town of Goolwa and surrounding areas. Importantly, a greater range of specialist 

facilities (e.g. Home Economics, Science) will be available to our Junior School students. 

In Term 4 the College will commence a process of engagement with parents, staff, students and 

broader stakeholders to consider how we can maximise the facilities and opportunities for our Junior 

School students. We are passionate about the Currency Creek Campus and its close proximity to 

Goolwa which offers great potential to consider an invigorated, unique sustainability/primary 

produce/farming program for the College.    

A survey will be distributed early in Term 4 to further explore what is important to our families 

travelling from Goolwa to the Victor Harbor Campus, to help us respond to community needs.  

In addition, families are always welcome to make an appointment to speak with our Principal, Mr Don 

Grimmett, or our Deputy Principal and Director of Teaching and Learning, Mr Andrew Panozzo. 
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