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of what to expect of the learning program in the Junior School for 2021. 
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YOUR 
BEST 
SELF

Providing the opportunity for you to be 

MISSION
VISION

VALUES
Everything we do is an investment in 
community, wellbeing and the future.

ASPIRATION: 
We want our community, our students and 
our staff to strive, to see the opportunities 
to be more, to do more and to continuously 
improve themselves and those around them. 

IDENTIFYING OPPORTUNITIES: 
We want to have a greater impact on our 
community, pro-actively listening to and 
looking for ways we can encourage our local 
community and empower each other to be 
at our best. 

INDIVIDUALITY 
We want people to understand their gifts, 
talents and unique nature. We want to 
uncover them and empower them to be 
their best self. 

FOSTERING COMMUNITY 
We want every person to belong, to feel 
welcome, encouraged, valued and 
supported to be their best self. 

CHRISTIAN VALUES 
We want to share the hope of Jesus Christ 
with our community through our actions 
inspired by the teachings and moral values 
of our Christian faith and heritage. 

INCLUSION 
We want to remove the barriers around us 
that hold people back. No matter what we 
do, we want to ensure that those around us 
have the opportunity and the choice to join 
in. 

TRANSPARENCY 
We want to build a trusting and honest 
relationship with each other and the 
community we serve, valuing confidentiality 
and openness equally.  

ACCOUNTABILITY 
Whatever personal excellence looks like to 
you, we want to cultivate and encourage a 
high standard, working together to uphold 
it. 

Setting the benchmark, striving to be a leader in our community 
and recognised as the first-choice educator on the South Coast.

www.investigator.sa.edu.au

A happy, confident, well-rounded leader 
who is grateful for your opportunities. 
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ABOUT THIS CURRICULUM BOOKLET 

The Junior School Curriculum handbooks are designed to give Parents and Caregivers a clear understanding of 

what to expect of the learning program in the Junior School at Investigator College.  

 

The handbook covers the teaching and learning that takes place during the school day and also gives an 

overview of specialist programs and the co-curricular programs which are offered to the children in Junior 

School. 

  

Teaching and learning in the Junior School reflect the views that: 

• children need to experience success; 

• motivation affects learning, and relevance to the individual is crucial; 

• children learn through their senses, through play and also through structured programs; 

• children learn through self-discovery, building onto what they already know; 

• cooperation assists learning, as children make sense of the world with and through others; 

• children need to be challenged and engaged; learning is an active process; 

• learning is influenced by the quality of the interactive role of the adult; 

• self-esteem influences learning; 

• children learn through risk-taking and making errors; 

• resilience and perseverance are important for ongoing learning. 
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OUR CURRICULUM...  

The curriculum at Investigator College allows students to be responsible and independent in their approaches 

so that they can become lifelong learners.  

  

The curriculum: 

• is broad and varied;  

• encourages individual students to increasingly take responsibility for their own learning; 

• is based on student-centered learning;  

• incorporates state-of-the-art Information & Communication Technology facilities;  

• promotes decision making, critical thinking and problem solving;  

• is based on high expectations for all students to achieve their absolute best. 

  

LEARNING AREAS... 

• English           

• Science          

• HASS (Humanities and Social Sciences) 

• Mathematics          

• Japanese           

• Health and Physical Education 

• Technologies (Design Technologies and Digital Technologies)    

• Wellbeing and Values Education (WAVE) 

• The Arts (Dance, Drama, Visual, Media and Music) 
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WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT FROM US? 

Families can expect Investigator College to provide their children with the highest standard of education 

delivered in an environment where philosophies and behaviour are underpinned by the College’s values: 

 

 
 

The Junior School at Investigator College provides a program that is challenging and exciting for students from 

Reception to Year 6. Across the year levels, the curriculum is diverse and broadly based. It encourages the 

pursuit of academic excellence, yet caters for individual differences in learning styles and abilities. It meets the 

students’ intellectual needs, yet satisfies their physical and emotional needs. From the performing arts through 

to the creative arts, outdoor education, sports and leisure-time activities, students are encouraged to become 

confident, active, resilient, self-reliant and successful lifelong learners - their “best self”! 

 

SPECIALISED PROGRAMS AND FACILITIES 

Our students are blessed with highly specialised programs and facilities not normally available to students in 

primary schools. Our unique Currency Creek EcoCentre is a recently updated, state-of-the-art, multi-million 

dollar facility, that provides our students with “hands-on” Science, outdoor education and environmentally 

sustainable activities for the 21st century. 

 

In addition, our students have access to specialised Food and Hospitality, Music, Physical Education and 

Language facilities and staff. 

 

WHAT DO WE EXPECT? 

We encourage parents and caregivers to take advantage of the information made available through our 

College Tours, website, newsletters and Information Evenings. We welcome the opportunity to meet with 

parents and caregivers personally to discuss any matters regarding their children, the curriculum and Junior 

School life and appreciate ongoing communication regarding any important issues. 

 

Partnerships are the cornerstone of successful Junior School education. As a learning community, Investigator 

College prides itself on building educational partnerships with students, parents, caregivers, staff and friends.  
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BEHAVIOUR 

At Investigator College, we value the relationship between families and the school, and endeavour to work 

together to provide a positive framework for student behaviour.  

 

We encourage students to relate positively in all situations in order to achieve effective and productive class 

and activity time.  

 

We provide a support structure to encourage and reinforce behaviour that is courteous, respectful and 

cooperative.  

 

We encourage behaviour that reflects the high standards and Christian values of the College in all situations. 

  

UNIFORM 

We are proud of our Junior School students and expect they, in turn, demonstrate pride in belonging to our 

College community.  

 

The way in which students wear their uniforms is a demonstration of respect for both themselves and for the 

College.  

 

We consider every student an ambassador and as such require students to wear the correct uniform at all 

times. The College also expects that students and their families will ensure that uniform items are clean and tidy 

and in a state of good repair. Further details in regard to the Uniform Policy may be found on the College 

website. 

  

HOMEWORK  

Investigator College has adopted a policy of requiring regular homework for all year levels.  

In Reception to Year 2, nightly reading of the student’s reader and the learning of basic word sounds are of 

utmost importance. 

In Year 3 and Year 4 students are given set homework via their classroom teachers. 

Students in Year 5 and Year 6 have a diary, which is filled out each day informing parents/caregivers of set 

homework. 

  

STANDARDS AND EXPECTATIONS 

It is important that Junior School students adopt a positive and enquiring approach to their learning so that 

class time and homework times are enjoyable and profitable.  

At Investigator College, we promote an environment of ‘high expectations’ - that is, an environment in which 

all students, no matter what their level of ability, strive for excellence.  

 

Your child will be encouraged to develop character-building qualities of self-discipline, hard work, commitment 

and dedication in order to apply them to all aspects of life. 

  

STUDENT PARTICIPATION 

Students in the Junior School are involved in a variety of exciting events, activities and decision-making 

processes through the Student Representative Council (SRC), Junior School College Captains and House 

Captains. House Captains are selected by staff in consultation with Team Leaders to lead Banksia, Blue Gum, 

Waratah and Wattle Houses. 
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Class Meetings 

Classes hold regular class meetings to address items on their class agenda. Class meetings provide 

opportunities for students to learn how to conduct meetings successfully as they experience the various roles 

such as timekeeper, minute taker and observer. Ideas and other issues raised during class meetings are taken 

to the next SRC meeting or the appropriate forum. 

 

Student Representative Council 

SRC members are selected from each class (Year 1 – Year 6) and represent ALL Junior School students 

(Reception – Year 6).  

With the help of the teacher facilitator, the SRC members meet on a regular basis to discuss items from class 

meetings, brainstorm ideas, and organise special events and fundraising activities. 

 

Young and active Junior School leaders develop important leadership and communication skills through these 

student governance opportunities. 

 

Junior School Leadership Opportunities 

All Year 6 students have a significant role to play as student leaders within the Junior School. At the end of Year 

5, students prepare for Year 6 leadership roles to enhance our college. Year 5 students reflect on their 

passions, talents and strengths and align them to leadership teams. They learn from Year 6 students and staff 

the expectations and responsibilities of Student Leaders.  There are: 

 

• Junior College Captains 

• Junior College Vice Captains 

• House Captains and Vice House Captains 

• Eco Team Student Leaders 

• Hub Student Leaders 

• Community Wellbeing Student Leaders 

• Performing Arts Student Leaders 

• Digital Technologies Student Leaders 

 

Each team is supported by a ‘teacher mentor’ who helps to guide and implement decisions and initiatives 

created by the team.  

 

VOLUNTEERS  

The College welcomes parental and caregiver involvement, sharing as partners the learning experiences of 

each child. In order to offer the best developmental program possible to our students, parents and caregivers 

are encouraged to be actively involved in various aspects of the curriculum and co-curricular program.  

Confidentiality and the safety and consideration of our students is of the utmost importance when parents and 

caregivers work with children in the classroom. 

 

Volunteers wishing to help and attend extra-curricular activities in the Junior School are required to complete 

documentation including a Working with Children Check. 
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CLASSROOM SUPPORT 

It is essential to have valuable input from parents. Parents are invited into classrooms to help on a regular basis 

as voluntary assistants. Parents can be involved in a variety of ways such as cooking, helping with art and craft 

activities and supervising small groups of children.  

 

Parent participation assists teachers and helps parents to understand the developmental process. It gives each 

student the satisfaction to see that his/her parents are interested in what he/she is doing. 

 

SPORTS AND COACHING 

The sporting program of the College is increasing. Parental assistance is needed in coaching, training and 

transport. Parents may work with a staff member to organise and supervise teams. Students are encouraged to 

participate in SAPSASA sporting teams from eight years of age. 

 

CAMPS 

Camps are an integral part of the Junior School curriculum. Children participate in camps from Year 2 through 

to Year 6. 

  

EXCURSIONS 

Throughout the year, the College organises educational excursions to highlight particular learning experiences 

for the students to support their classroom learning. It is expected that all students will participate, as 

excursions are an important part of the educational program provided by the College.  

 

Parents are invited to participate in school activities such as excursions and swimming. Extra help is usually 

required for special activities so that the ratio of adults to students is significantly reduced, thus ensuring the 

safety, enjoyment and wellbeing of each student. 

 

Teachers utilise activities beyond the classroom walls as a rich resource for real life learning. 

  

SWIMMING 

A Water Safety and Swimming Program for Reception to Year 2 students is programmed as a module of the 

Physical Education Program. The water safety aspect of this program is a crucial component for the skill 

development and understanding of all children.  

 

Swimming is presently included as part of the fee structure for all Reception to Year 2 students. Students in 

Reception to Year 2 participate in a 240-minute program over four days. Students in Year 3 to 6 participate in 

a Beach Carnival which takes place at Horseshoe Bay and is supported by the Port Elliot Surf Life Saving Club. 

  

Camps, excursions and swimming arranged through the school curriculum are compulsory activities. 
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KEY CONTACTS 

 

For enrolled students, your son/daughter’s classroom teacher may also be able to assist with your enquiry. Our 

Junior School teachers will know your son/daughter’s circumstance better than anyone and they are directly 

responsible for the day-to-day welfare of children in their class. Parents are encouraged to address all concerns 

to the classroom teachers in the first instance. 

 

Should you require further information about enrolments, curriculum or the Investigator College Junior School, 

please feel free to contact us. 

 

Mr John Robinson 

Principal 

principal@investigator.sa.edu.au 

 

Mr Andrew Panozzo 

Deputy Principal and Director of Teaching and Learning 

apanozzo@investigator.sa.edu.au 

 

Mr Nick Smith 

Head of Junior School 

nsmith@investigator.sa.edu.au 

 

Mrs Melissa Belton  

Wellbeing Leader 

mbelton@investigator.sa.edu.au 

 

Mr Mark Tenny 

Wellbeing Leader 

mtenny@investigator.sa.edu.au 

 

Mrs Elly Parker 

Development Officer 

Responsible for student enrolments  

enrolments@investigator.sa.edu.au 

 

mailto:principal@investigator.sa.edu.au
mailto:apanozzo@investigator.sa.edu.au
mailto:nsmith@investigator.sa.edu.au
mailto:mbelton@investigator.sa.edu.au
mailto:mtenny@investigator.sa.edu.au
mailto:enrolments@investigator.sa.edu.au
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SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

The study of English is central to the learning and development of all young Australians. It helps create 

confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed citizens. It is through the study of English that 

individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate and build relationships with others and with the world 

around them. The study of English plays a key role in the development of reading and literacy skills, which help 

young people, develop the knowledge and skills needed for education, training and the workplace. It helps 

them become ethical, thoughtful, informed and active members of society. 

  

SUBJECT CONTENT 

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing) 

By the end of Year 2, students understand how similar texts share characteristics by identifying text structures 

and language features used to describe characters and events, or to communicate information. They read texts 

that contain varied sentence structures, some unfamiliar vocabulary, a significant number of high frequency 

sight words and images that provide extra information. They monitor meaning and self-correct using 

knowledge of phonics, syntax, punctuation, semantics and context. They use knowledge of a wide variety of 

letter-sound relationships to read words of one or more syllables with fluency. They identify literal and implied 

meaning, main ideas and supporting detail. Students make connections between texts by comparing content. 

They listen for particular purposes. They listen for and manipulate sound combinations and rhythmic sound 

patterns. 

 

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

When discussing their ideas and experiences, students use everyday language features and topic-specific 

vocabulary. They explain their preferences for aspects of texts using other texts as comparisons. They create 

texts that show how images support the meaning of the text. 

 

Students create texts, drawing on their own experiences, their imagination and information they have learnt. 

They use a variety of strategies to engage in group and class discussions and make presentations. They 

accurately spell words with regular spelling patterns and spell words with less common long vowel patterns. 

They use punctuation accurately, and write words and sentences legibly using unjoined upper and lower case 

letters. 
  

TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Teachers and students will participate in a range of activities in order to develop skills and understanding, and 

to meet learning outcomes, including, but not limited to: 

• Literature discussions 

• Literacy games 

• Shared reading and writing 

• Play-based learning centres 

• Oral presentations 

• Direct instruction 

  

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment occurs in a variety of ways including the following: 

• Teacher observations during class discussions and group work 

• Individual checklists  

• Analysis of work samples 

• Standardised tests  

  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Understand
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Describe
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Identify
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Manipulate
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Explain
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SUBJECT DESCRIPTION  

Science provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of important science concepts and 

processes, the practices used to develop scientific knowledge, of science’s contribution to our culture and 

society, and its applications in our lives. The curriculum supports students to develop the scientific knowledge, 

understandings and skills to make informed decisions about local, national and global issues and to participate, 

if they so wish, in science-related careers. Students can experience the joy of scientific discovery and nurture 

their natural curiosity about the world around them. In doing this, they develop critical and creative thinking 

skills and challenge themselves to identify questions and draw evidence-based conclusions using scientific 

methods. 

  

SUBJECT CONTENT 

By the end of Year 2, students describe changes to objects, materials and living things. They identify that 

certain materials and resources have different uses and describe examples of where science is used in people’s 

daily lives. 

 

Students pose and respond to questions about their experiences and predict outcomes of investigations. They 

use informal measurements to make and compare observations. They record and represent observations and 

communicate ideas in a variety of ways. 
  

TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Teachers and students will participate in a range of activities in order to develop skills and understanding, and 

to meet learning outcomes, including, but not limited to: 

• Investigations  

• Class discussions 

• Inquiry questions 

  

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment occurs in a variety of ways including the following: 

• Teacher observations 

• Analysis of work samples 
  

  

  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Describe
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Identify
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Describe
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Pose
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Respond
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Predict
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Compare
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Record
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Represent
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Investigator College is committed to the environment and the study of Science and Sustainability.  

In addition to delivering nationally accredited certificates in Conservation and Land Management, and 

Horticulture for our Senior students, the EcoCentre will continue to host our Junior School students as part of 

their Science curriculum. Students will visit the EcoCentre to complete a coordinated series of Science and 

Environmental Studies activities in a true “hands-on” and research-focussed application of the Australian 

Curriculum.    

 

Investigator College is partnering with a number of local and national organisations in this ongoing program 

including:  

• Natural Resources SA Murray-Darling Basin  

• Hindmarsh Island Landcare Group Community Nursery  

• Botanic Gardens of South Australia  

• Alexandrina Community Nursery 

  

The main themes and areas of study will include:  

• A year level focus topic relating to the Biological Sciences strand  

• Environmental stewardship  

• Citizen Science projects and monitoring of local animal/plant species  

• Recycling and waste management  

• Connecting with the natural environment through design technology and art activities  

 

Our students will visit the EcoCentre regularly and explore Science in a fun, innovative program. 

 

Year Level Biological Sciences Focus Plant/Animal Focus 

Reception Living things have basic needs. Birds, Habitats,  

Needs of living things 

Year 1 Living things have a variety of external features and they live 

in different places where their needs are met. 

Mini beasts 

Features of living things 

Year 2 Living things grow, change and have offspring similar to 

themselves.  

Butterflies 

Lifecycles of plants/animals  

Year 3 Living things can be grouped on the basis 

of observable features and can be distinguished from non-

living things. 

Classification of living things 

• Macroinvertebrates  

• Birds 

• Plant identification 

Year 4 Living things have lifecycles and they depend on each other 

and the environment to survive. 

Frogs ID and life cycles 

Threatened plant species  

Year 5 Living things have structural features and adaptations that 

help them to survive in their environment. 

Bats 

Plant and animal adaptations 

Year 6 The growth and survival of living things are affected by the 

physical conditions of their environment. 

Water quality testing and 

macroinvertebrates 

Fish 

Factors affecting plant growth 

 

In an effort to reduce our environmental footprint and reduce the amount of waste we create, students are 

asked to bring a rubbish-free lunch on these excursions  

  

There is no additional charge for this program. 
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SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Humanities and Social Sciences plays an important role in harnessing students’ curiosity and imagination about 

the world they live in and empowers them to actively shape their lives; make reflective, informed decisions; 

value their belonging in a diverse and dynamic society; and positively contribute locally, nationally, regionally 

and globally. The subject provides students with the skills, behaviours and capabilities that will equip them to 

face challenges in their lifetime and to participate in and contribute to the wellbeing and sustainability of the 

environment, the economy and society. Students are given opportunities to develop their ability to question, 

think critically, solve problems, communicate effectively, make decisions and adapt to change. 
  

SUBJECT CONTENT 

By the end of Year 2, students describe a person, site and/or event of significance in the local community and 

explain why places are important to people. They identify how and why the lives of people have changed over 

time while others have remained the same. They recognise that the world is divided into geographic divisions 

and that places can be described at different scales. Students describe how people in different places are 

connected to each other and identify factors that influence these connections. They recognise that places have 

different meaning for different people and why the significant features of places should be preserved. 

 

Students pose questions about the past and familiar and unfamiliar objects and places. They locate information 

from observations and from sources provided. They compare objects from the past and present and interpret 

information and data to identify a point of view and draw simple conclusions. They sequence familiar objects 

and events in order and sort and record data in tables, plans and on labelled maps. They reflect on their 

learning to suggest ways to care for places and sites of significance. Students develop narratives about the past 

and communicate findings in a range of texts using language to describe direction, location and the passing of 

time. 
  

TEACHING & LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Teachers and students will participate in a range of activities in order to develop skills and understanding, and 

to meet learning outcomes, including, but not limited to: 

• Inquiry questions 

• Excursions and/or guest speakers 

• Class discussions 

• Group work 

• ICT activities 
  

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment occurs in a variety of ways including the following: 

• Observations 

• Analysis of work samples 

• Oral presentations 

• Questioning 
  

  

  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Describe
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Explain
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Identify
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Recognise
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Describe
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Identify
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Recognise
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Pose
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Locate
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Compare
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Interpret
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Identify
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Draw
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Sequence
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Record
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Suggest
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Develop
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Describe
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SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Mathematics provides students with essential mathematical skills and knowledge in number and algebra, 

measurement and geometry, and statistics and probability. It develops the numeracy capabilities that all 

students need in their personal, work and civic life, and provides the fundamentals on which mathematical 

specialties and professional applications of mathematics are built. The curriculum focuses on developing 

increasingly sophisticated and refined mathematical understanding, fluency, reasoning, and problem-solving 

skills. These proficiencies enable students to respond to familiar and unfamiliar situations by employing 

mathematical strategies to make informed decisions and solve problems efficiently. 

  

SUBJECT CONTENT 

By the end of Year 2, students recognise increasing and decreasing number sequences involving 2s, 3s and 5s. 

They represent multiplication and division by grouping into sets. They associate collections of Australian coins 

with their value. Students identify the missing element in a number sequence. Students recognise the features 

of three-dimensional objects. They interpret simple maps of familiar locations. They explain the effects of one-

step transformations. Students make sense of collected information. 

 

Students count to and from 1000. They perform simple addition and subtraction calculations using a range of 

strategies. They divide collections and shapes into halves, quarters and eighths. Students order shapes and 

objects using informal units. They tell time to the quarter-hour and use a calendar to identify the date and the 

months included in seasons. They draw two-dimensional shapes. They describe outcomes for everyday events. 

Students collect, organise and represent data to make simple inferences. 

    

TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Teachers and students will participate in a range of activities in order to develop skills and understanding, and 

to meet learning outcomes, including, but not limited to: 

• Numeracy games 

• ICT experiences 

• Picture books 

• Independent learning tasks 

• Inquiry questions 

• Direct Instruction 

• Group work 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment occurs in a variety of ways including the following: 

• Teacher observations 

• Skills checklists 

• Analysis of work samples 

• Standardised testing 
  

  

  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Recognise
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Represent
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Identify
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Sequence
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Recognise
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Interpret
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Explain
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Identify
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Draw
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Describe
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Organise
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Represent
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SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Learning languages broadens students’ horizons in relation to the personal, social, cultural and employment 

opportunities that an increasingly interconnected and interdependent world presents. The interdependence of 

countries and communities means people in all spheres of life are required to negotiate experiences and 

meanings across languages and cultures. Despite its status as a world language, a capability in English only is 

no longer sufficient. A bilingual or plurilingual capability is the norm in most parts of the world. Learning 

languages also contributes to strengthening the community’s social, economic and international development 

capabilities.  

 

SUBJECT CONTENT   

From Reception to Year 2, students interact with the teacher and peers through play- and action-related 

language. They use formulaic expressions and appropriate gestures in everyday interactions such as 

exchanging greetings and farewells, for example, おはようございます、おはよう、こんにちは、さような

ら、また、あした, thanking and apologising, and giving and receiving, for example, どうぞ、どうも. They 

use visual, non-verbal and contextual support such as pictures, gestures, facial expressions and props to make 

meaning of simple texts. When listening to simple repetitive spoken texts, they identify key words such as 

names or numbers of objects or people, and demonstrate comprehension by actions, drawing or labelling. 

They respond to instructions through actions, for example, きいて ください。みて ください 。, and 

respond to questions, for example, だれなに どこ with single words and set phrases and by selecting images 

or objects, for example, いぬ です か。ねこ です か 。. They present information about themselves, 

their family, friends and favourite things at word and simple sentence level, using formulaic and modelled 

language. They describe people and objects using adjectives to indicate colour, shape and size, for example, 

あかい りんご、おおきい、まるい.... 

  

TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Teachers and students will participate in a range of activities in order to develop skills and understanding,  

and to meet learning outcomes, including, but not limited to: 

• Listening and copying native speaker model 

• Partner, small group and whole class practice activities 

• Language-based games 

• Culture-based activities 

  

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment occurs in a variety of ways including the following: 

• Participation 

• Observation 

  

  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Identify
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Demonstrate
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Respond
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Respond
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Describe
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SUBJECT DESCRIPTION  

In Health and Physical Education, students develop the skills, knowledge and understanding to strengthen their 

sense of self, and build and manage satisfying, respectful relationships. They learn to build on personal and 

community strengths and assets to enhance safety and wellbeing. They critique and challenge assumptions 

and stereotypes. Students learn to navigate a range of health-related sources, services and organisations. 

At the core of Health and Physical Education is the acquisition of movement skills and concepts to enable 

students to participate in a range of physical activities – confidently, competently and creatively. As a 

foundation for lifelong physical activity participation and enhanced performance, students acquire an 

understanding of how the body moves and develop positive attitudes towards physical activity participation. 

   

SUBJECT CONTENT 

By the end of Year 2, students describe changes that occur as they grow older. They recognise how strengths 

and achievements contribute to identities. They identify how emotional responses impact on others’ feelings. 

They examine messages related to health decisions and describe how to keep themselves and others healthy, 

safe and physically active. They identify areas where they can be active and how the body reacts to different 

physical activities. 

 

Students demonstrate positive ways to interact with others. They select and apply strategies to keep themselves 

healthy and safe and are able to ask for help with tasks or problems. They demonstrate fundamental 

movement skills in a variety of movement sequences and situations and test alternatives to solve movement 

challenges. They perform movement sequences that incorporate the elements of movement. 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Teachers and students will participate in a range of activities in order to develop skills and understanding, and 

to meet learning outcomes, including, but not limited to: 

• Inquiry questions 

• Guest speakers (e.g. Drug Education specialists) 

• Specialist Physical Education lessons 

• Class discussions and role plays 

• Group work 
  

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment occurs in a variety of ways including the following: 

• Analysis of work samples 

• Skills checklists 

• Participation 

  

  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Describe
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Recognise
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Identify
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Examine
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Describe
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Identify
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Demonstrate
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Select
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Apply
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Demonstrate
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=F10AS&t=Solve
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SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Digital Technologies empowers students to shape change by influencing how contemporary and emerging 

information systems and practices are applied to meet current and future needs. A deep knowledge and 

understanding of information systems enables students to be creative and discerning decision-makers when 

they select, use and manage data, information, processes and digital systems to meet needs and shape 

preferred futures. The subject helps students to become innovative creators of digital solutions, effective users 

of digital systems and critical consumers of information conveyed by digital systems. 

 

Design Technologies actively engages students in creating quality designed solutions for identified needs and 

opportunities across a range of technologies contexts. Students manage projects independently and 

collaboratively from conception to realisation. They apply design and systems thinking and design processes to 

investigate ideas, generate and refine ideas, plan, produce and evaluate designed solutions. 

   

SUBJECT CONTENT 

By the end of Year 2, students describe the purpose of familiar products, services and environments and how 

they meet a range of present needs. They list the features of technologies that influence design decisions and 

identify how digital systems are used. Students identify needs, opportunities or problems and describe them. 

They collect, sort and display familiar data from a range of sources and recognise patterns in data. Students 

record design ideas using techniques including labelled drawings, lists and sequenced instructions. They design 

solutions to simple problems using a sequence of steps and decisions. With guidance, students produce 

designed solutions for each of the prescribed technologies contexts. Students evaluate their ideas, information 

and solutions based on personal preferences and provided criteria including care for the environment. They 

safely create solutions and communicate ideas and information face-to-face and online. 

    

TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Teachers and students will participate in a range of activities in order to develop skills and understanding, and 

to meet learning outcomes, including, but not limited to: 

• Investigations 

• Data collection and organisation 

• Programmable devices 

• Hardware and software components of digital systems 

• Cyber safety 

• Participating in safe online environments 

  

ASSESSMENT  

• Observation 

• Checklist 

• Participation 
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SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

Wellbeing and Values Education (WAVE) provides students with relevant opportunities to learn about 

wellbeing, ethics, values as well as the Christian tradition. Underpinned by the College’s Positive Education 

framework, WAVE is highly inclusive and caters for students from a variety of faith backgrounds and traditions.  

 

SUBJECT CONTENT 

The WAVE curriculum consists of the following strands:  

• The Bible and Christian Traditions 

• Values and Ethics  

• World Religions  

• Wellbeing  

• Contemporary issues 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Students participate in discussions and are encouraged to care for the world and its people.  

This includes:  

• partnering with people in the community  

• taking responsibility for the environment  

• developing awareness of local and global needs, facilitating appropriate and compassionate response 

 

The Junior School celebrates two major events on the Christian Calendar: Easter and Christmas. The College 

invites parents and friends to join our community at these events.  

  
  

ASSESSMENT 

• Participation (however, not formally assessed). 
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SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Arts is a learning area that draws together related but distinct art forms. While these art forms have close 

relationships and are often used in interrelated ways, each involves different approaches to arts practices and 

critical and creative thinking that reflect distinct bodies of knowledge, understanding and skills.  

 

The Arts comprises of five subjects: Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music and Visual Arts. The Arts has the capacity 

to engage, inspire and enrich all students, exciting the imagination and encouraging them to reach their 

creative and expressive potential. The five arts subjects in the Australian Curriculum provide opportunities for 

students to learn how to create, design, represent, communicate and share their imagined and conceptual 

ideas, emotions, observations and experiences. 

   

SUBJECT CONTENT 

By the end of Year 2, students describe artworks they make and those to which they respond. They consider 

where and why people make artworks. Students use the elements and processes of arts subjects to make and 

share artworks that represent ideas. 

    

TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES 

Teachers and students will participate in a range of activities in order to develop skills and understanding, and 

to meet learning outcomes, including, but not limited to: 

• Explore and experiment with different materials, techniques and technologies 

• Create artworks using music, movement and also visual elements 

• Respond to artworks 
  

ASSESSMENT  

Assessment occurs in a variety of ways including the following: 

• Observation 

• Checklists 

• Analysis of work samples 

• Participation 
  

  



Enable our students to strive for, achieve and surpass           

their educational goals  

Develop external partnerships to provide access to                     

co-curricular and extra-curricular programs to enhance 

student outcomes

Provide state-of-the-art learning facilities aligned with           

the College curriculum

Attract, develop and retain high performing                            

teaching and non-teaching staff.

STRATEGIC
DIRECTION
2019 - 2021

Focus One:  
Teaching & Learning

 
 

Our Goals...

Focus Two:  
Developing & Enabling

Our Goals...
Support our College community to be their BEST SELF

Implement an integrated wellbeing program across  the 

College to support the growth, wellbeing and personal 

outcomes of each   member of the community

Create environments that facilitate positive play and 

social connections between College members

Recognise, develop and support the role of volunteers 

within the College.Focus Three:  
Leading & Guiding

Our Goals...
Provide a leadership structure to cater for the specific 

requirements and nuances of each learning stage

Develop a College Business Plan that will ensure effective 

and efficient stewardship of College resources, maintain 

affordability, and provide for the future sustainability of 

the College 

Develop a building and infrastructure plan aligned with   

the College curriculum and educational projections.

YOUR 
BEST SELF
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At Investigator College, our school-wide pedagogy focuses the learning that happens in and outside the 
classroom every day. Led and supported by outstanding teachers, our students navigate their way through their 
life-long learning journey, empowered by their own choices and connections, striving to continually improve, 
while always maintaining a wonder about the world around them. 

Navigate 
Collaborating and  

using evidence 

to plan, explore  

and focus learning 

Strive 
Celebrating effort,  

commitment  

and perseverance  

as the keys  

to continual  

improvement 

Empower 
Connecting,   

making choices,  

and communicating  

with students at the  

centre of learning 

Wonder 
Tapping into  

natural curiosity  

about our  

amazing world 

 

Encouragement for all students to 

participate,  

to take risks and to reflect 

Recognition of effort - a  

“Growth Mindset” 

Recognition of high standards 

A focus on continual improvement 

External feedback opportunities R-12,  

(e.g. ICAS, NAPLAN,  

standardised testing)  

Regular feedback from teachers  

and peers  

Showcasing of work via portfolios 

and collections 

Multi-level tasks, promoting success 

and extension 

Regular feedback to  

parents and families 

STRIVE 

A wide range of subjects  

Creative thinking  

Cooperative learning groups 

Meaningful conversations  

Assessments and tasks that include 

formal student planning  

and reflection 

Community-based learning tasks 

Celebration of Australia’s wide  

diversity of ethnic, religious  

and social make-up 

EMPOWER 

Inquiry-based learning tasks 

Multi-modal learning, including  

virtual settings 

Exploration and play-based learning  

in Junior classes  

Invigorating curriculum tasks that allow 

for individual development 

Creative and imaginative tasks 

Clear connections with work  

and further study 

Open-ended investigations 

WONDER 

In our classes you will expect to see... 

Teachers who are experts in their 

chosen fields 

Discussions between students, groups 

of students and teachers about learning 

Subject specific resources to facilitate 

learning 

Relevant and up-to-date support 

materials 

Class debates 

Teacher–led and self-directed learning 

tasks with teacher-student discussions 

and planning 

Varied assessment including peer 

assessment 

Open discussions and displays of  

work standards and styles 

Visiting speakers and local  

and city excursions 

NAVIGATE 

 


