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 Event 

‘Calling’ and 

‘Departure’ 

Ceremonies 

 Date and Time 

Tuesday  

23 February, from 

7:00am 

 Location 

Kent Reserve,  

Victor Harbor.  

 Details 

Please bring: 

 A packed breakfast to share  

with your family 

 3 items that signify your student’s 

childhood 

 A picnic blanket/ chair 

        

 

Dear Parents/Caregivers 

 

We are writing to inform you about The Rite Journey, an exciting and innovative program for all Year 9 students at Investigator 

College. This letter also extends an invitation for you to attend the first ceremony that forms an essential component of The Rite 

Journey program. The program has been created to complement your role as parents/caregivers in guiding your student into young 

adulthood. The Rite Journey was developed in South Australia and is now being used by many schools across Australia and 

internationally. It provides the opportunity for students to participate in a year‐long rite of passage experience in separate boys and 

girls classes. Many cultures have their own version of a rite of passage designed specifically for this age group. 

 

Learning how to be an adult in any society requires guidance, mentoring and many great conversations. In our society today, young 

people often turn to their peers, the internet and the media to source their knowledge and guidance. During The Rite Journey, 

students will be required to have important conversations about what it is to be a respectful and responsible adult in our society. 

We hope that the discussions they are having at school may also stimulate conversation in your homes. A unique feature of The Rite 

Journey is the seven steps that form a contemporary rite of passage. In conjunction with the program’s founder, Andrew Lines, we 

have developed a memorable series of events, aimed at honoring your student’s transition into young adulthood. 

 

Calling and Departure Ceremonies 

 

To launch the program, students and parents/caregivers are invited to attend the ‘Calling’ and ‘Departure’ Ceremonies. These will 

be conducted at Kent Reserve, Victor Harbor at 7:00am on Tuesday 23 February. The ceremonies will be completed at 

approximately 7:45am. 

 

As part of the ‘Calling’ Ceremony, parents/caregivers have a special task to fulfil. Please organise the following items for the day:  

• A packed breakfast to share with your family only, e.g: muffin, patisserie, warm drink, juice. 

• Any items that signify your student’s childhood – try to choose items that no longer define them. As an example, many 

parents/caregivers bring along a toy they used to play with or a teddy bear, action figure etc. You will be explaining the 

past importance of these items to your student, whilst expressing the notion of ‘moving on’ from this phase of childhood. 

You may bring in photos if the item has been lost or discarded (if at all possible please do not disclose the items with 

your student before the ceremony). 

• Write a message of your choosing. It could be a message of support, a new freedom you wish to extend to 

them or something that you as the parent/caregiver will ‘let go’ of as your student becomes a young adult. This will be a 

conversation between you and your student only, not to be shared with the group. 

 

Please complete the reply slip attached. We are looking forward to sharing this experience with you.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Nicole Ranson, Jacob Crate and Ellen Lawrence        Scott McGregor 

The Rite Journey Teacher Mentors                     Head of Middle School 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 9 The Rite Journey Calling and Departure Ceremonies Tuesday 23 February 

 

Student Name:  ..................................................................................................................  Home Group:  ..................................................  

 

 My student will be attending the Calling and Departure Ceremonies. 

Number of parents/caregivers also attending the Calling and Departure Ceremonies:  ....................................  

 

 My student will not be attending the Calling and Departure Ceremonies. They will be at school before 9:00am and walk to 

Encounter Lakes accompanied by a teacher. 

 

 

Name:  ...................................................................................................................................  Signature:   ................................................................................  
Parent/Caregiver 

Please return to the College by Wednesday 17 February 


