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PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME
Dear Investigator 
students, staff, families 
and friends,

With COVID restrictions 
preventing us from 
beginning 2022  
with a Commencement 
Service, we made  
the decision to  
produce a booklet  

for you instead. 

I trust you all enjoyed some lovely moments 
as a family over the summer break and these 
memories will help you get through challenging 
and unpredictable times. I spent some time at 
beautiful Hardwicke Bay on Yorke Peninsula and 
there is nothing like walking for miles along a 
long, sandy beach to help one feel revitalised and 
ready for a new year. 

Indeed the key words for 2022 will be positivity 
and flexibility! My challenge to you is to find the 
gold in everything we do and everyone you meet. 
This includes welcoming new students, families 
and staff members as we seek new ways to 
connect as a community.

Along with all of our dedicated staff team, I felt 
incredibly proud or our Class of 2021 Year 12s. 
With an average ATAR of 80, an impressive 26 
percent achieved above 90 and nearly 80 percent 
of grades were in the A and B bands. Mahalia 
Donley top scored with 98.75 and she, along 
with Taleah Daish, received merits. There really 
is no stopping Investigator College students. It 
is reassuring to know that living the dream in 
the South Coast doesn’t mean that any of you 
need to compromise on receiving a world-class 
Anglican education.

As you will see, we welcome a number of new 
staff members to Investigator. I feel proud to say 
that we have emerged as an employer of choice, 
attracting high quality staff from top colleges in 

Adelaide. Many had heard about Investigator 
through our focus on inter-collegial connections. 
Not only are these connections enjoyable for 
students and staff alike, but they ensure that our 
standards and experiences rate among South 
Australia’s finest.

Congratulations to our 2022 student leaders. This 
is your time to shine. As leaders I encourage you 
to take action to bring about positive change. 
There is a famous quote from Hollywood actress, 
Lily Tomlin, that really makes one think:

“I always wondered why somebody 
doesn’t do something about that. 
Then I realised that I was somebody.”

This doesn’t mean that you have to do all the 
work, although effective leaders do set a good 
example, but through your words and actions 
you can inspire others to achieve big things also. 
That’s being a leader. It is not all about you. It is 
realising that we all fit within a bigger picture and 
that we have a community responsibility to serve 
others. Leadership is not always doing what is 
popular. It is doing what is ethically and morally 
correct, to make this wonderful world an even 
better place.

Although some events have had to be cancelled 
or postponed, together with our wonderful new 
Parents and Friends team we will be creating new 
ways for you all to feel proud of your association 
with Investigator College.

This is your College. Please enjoy every term, 
remember to uphold our expectations of 
kindness, good manners and respect, and savour 
the diverse experiences on offer.

My very best wishes to you all.

John Robinson
Principal
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BISHOP’S WELCOME
Dear families, staff and 
students of Investigator 
College,

It gives me great 
pleasure as the Bishop 
of The Murray Anglican 
Diocese to write to you 
at the commencement 
of another year. It 
would have been nice 

to deliver this in person at the Commencement 
Service, but we are living in interesting times!

I like the start of the New Year. It reminds us that 
we can put the past behind us, and we can look 
forward with great excitement to the prospects 
that lie before us. If you are like many of us, 
you make New Year’s Resolutions, which may 
last to the end of January, or beyond. However, 
this year seems a bit like the old Bill Murray 
Movie “Groundhog Day” where everything gets 
repeated. This year I am sure you were all looking 
forward to a new start and putting the pandemic 
behind us. Of course, those plans and hopes 
have been thwarted by the Omicron variant. 
These past two years have really been a time of 
disruption and uncertainty, and this latest variant 
has continued that for us.

It is really an apposite time, therefore, to reflect  
on the past and look forward to the future and  
try to reflect on what all this might mean for us.  
I don’t know about you, but I feel that the past 
two years has demonstrated how fragile life is. 
Not just our actual life, but our life as a society,  
as a community as well. Aspects of our lives 
we have taken for granted such as going and 
meeting friends, being with family, travel and  
even going to school has been disrupted by 
COVID. We have had our lives heavily curtailed in 
an effort to save lives. So my question that I ask in 
all of this is, “In who or what can we rely on?”  
Or, put another way, “In who or what can we trust 
in our daily lives when everything else is thrown 
into disarray?”

In the context of this letter, the answer is  
threefold. First, our families can still be relied on. 
We may have restrictions, but I am confident  
that our families can still be relied on in these 
difficult times.

Second, Investigator College community, headed 
up by Mr Robinson and his amazing team of  
staff, can be relied upon to help you the families 
and students to navigate effectively these  
difficult times.

Third, and this is the more difficult one, for the 
other two are physical and obvious, and this one 
is a bit harder to pin down. God is faithful and 
strong to be able to help us all navigate these 
difficult times.

Investigator College is a faith-based school.  
It places a premium on excellence in education, 
care and nurture of the students and their 
families, and grounds this all in a belief that  
there is a God who loves us and cares for us  
and wants us to be the very best versions of 
ourselves that is possible. 
 
I have every confidence that, under Mr Robinson’s 
leadership this year, despite all the disruptions  
that will inevitably occur, a focus on care and 
nurture as well as excellence in education will  
take place at Investigator.

The world may be a difficult and uncertain place 
but your families, your school and God remain 
constant and there to assist, care and nurture you 
through these difficult and uncertain times.

I wish you all well for the coming year.

Bishop Keith, 
Diocese of the Murray
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NEW STAFF

It is with great pleasure that we welcome high quality 
additions to our outstanding staff team.

Kristy Wood
Finance and  
Student Services

Melissa Watters
ELC Director

Aliza Webb
Teacher
Year 6 Classroom 
Teacher (Mondays)

Abigail Pereira
ELC
Early Childhood 
Teacher

Dan McCartney
HR Manager

Paul Lyons
Teacher
Middle School Maths 
and Science

Alexandra Harvey
Teacher
Middle School 
and Senior School 
English, Research 
Project and HASS

Alexander Holbrook
Teacher
Secondary PE and 
Year 4 Classroom 
Teacher (Thursdays)

Tom Hancock 
Assistant Head of 
Middle School

Bev Giggins
Teacher 
Year 4 Class Teacher

Judy Fincham
Teacher
Year 3 Classroom 
Teacher (Wednesdays)

Deb Cope
Teacher
Year 6 Class Teacher

Simone Bonser
Teacher
Middle School and 
Senior School Food 
Studies and Child 
Studies

Jon Bester
Finance Manager

Andrew Ayliffe
Teacher
Middle School 
Maths and Science
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COLLEGE CAPTAINS

SENIOR HOUSE CAPTAINS

BANKSIA

WARATAH

BLUE GUM

WATTLE

COLLEGE VICE CAPTAINS

2022 STUDENT LEADERS

Sarah AttrillCharlotte Walker Seth McArthurKane Cody

Sascha Zarins 
Captain

Judd O’Donnell
Captain

Elly Garrett
Vice-Captain

Isaac Lush
Captain

Zach Daniell
Captain

Nikita Wilson
Vice-Captain

Matthew Brehin  
Vice-Captain

Kingsley Anderson
Vice-Captain
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BANKSIA HOUSE LEADERS

WARATAH HOUSE LEADERS

MIDDLE SCHOOL CAPTAINS MIDDLE SCHOOL VICE CAPTAINS

BLUE GUM HOUSE LEADERS

WATTLE HOUSE  LEADERS

Lenny Hayden

Ella McFarland

Kayte O’Donnell

Sarah Preston

Cameryn Marsden

Zane Garrett

Amber Kim

Karla Bezuidenhout

Samuel White

Jack Prosser

Isobelle Dignan

Shiloh Ternent
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JUNIOR SCHOOL CAPTAINS

Lacey Vande KampOscar Hirsch

This year the Junior School Student Leadership 
positions have been restructured so that the 
student leaders across each of the three sub 
schools can work together. In addition to Junior 
School Captains and House Captains, we now 
have Portfolio Leaders in each of the following  
four areas.

COMMUNITY 
This portfolio is aimed at students who are 
enthusiastic and active participants in promoting a 
sense of community within Investigator College.  

WELLBEING 
This portfolio is aimed at students who are 
enthusiastic and active participants in promoting 
student wellbeing within Investigator College.  
 
SERVICE 
This portfolio is aimed at students who are active 
members of the Investigator College and wider 
community who value giving their time in support 
of others.   

SUSTAINABILITY 
This portfolio is aimed at students who are 
enthusiastic about the environment and  
promoting sustainable use of resources within 
Investigator College. 
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INVESTIGATOR COLLEGE STUDENTS 
EXCEL IN YEAR 12 RESULTS (2021)
Investigator College students have again excelled 
in the final Year 12 results. Staff and students 
waited with anticipation to see the results which 
not only reflect the pressures of a hectic Year 12, 
but which also represent the culmination of 13 
years of schooling.

The results have yet again underlined the 
College’s reputation for academic excellence 
with an outstanding pass rate. In addition, an 
increasing number of students are utilising 
the flexible structure of the SACE Certificate 
by electing to complete their SACE over three 
years and studying several “non-traditional” 
and vocationally oriented studies such as the 
nationally accredited Certificate III in Conservation 
and Land Management and Certificate III in Sports 
Coaching, amongst others.

Investigator College’s Dux is Mahalia Donley who 
achieved an outstanding ATAR of 98.75, with the 
runner up, Oscar Collins achieving an ATAR of 
97.05 (raw scores).

Over a quarter of our university seekers achieved 
an ATAR of above 90 and 93% of these students 
received tertiary offers for one of their first two 
preferences of study.  The average ATAR was 80 
and 78% of assessment grades achieved were in 
the A and B bands!

We are justifiably proud of these results, but 
we are mindful that the SACE and academic 
results are only one part - though obviously an 
important one - of what it means to be a great 
school in the 21st century. There is no simple 
number that can measure all the other things 
such as pastoral care and our broad range of 
sports and other co-curricular activities that enrich 
students’ lives.
Investigator College’s results at a glance:

THE MAJORITY OF GRADUATES 
APPLIED FOR UNIVERSITY. OF 
THESE:
• Average ATAR: 80
• 26% of eligible students scored  

an ATAR of 90 or above
• Nearly half (46%) of eligible students  

scored an ATAR of 80 or above
• 91% of eligible students scored an  

ATAR of 70 or above

Congragulations to all of our 2021 Graduates!
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2021 YEAR 12  
ACADEMIC / SUBJECT AWARDS

Chloe Krichauff
Agricultural Systems

Mahalia Donley
Biology  

Kelsea Rilstone
Chemistry

Jada Cobby
Essential English 

Johanna Trezise
Japanese

Mahalia Donley
English

Taleah Daish 
General Mathematics

Indiana Keelan
Child Studies

Charli Juergens
Essential  
Mathematics 

Hannah White
Legal Studies

Jazz Curry
English Literature

Sahara  
Furbank-Meyer
Geography

Isaac Konings
Digital Technologies

Johanna Trezise
Food and Hospitality

Oscar Collins
Mathematical  
Methods 

Hannah White
Modern History

Jazz Curry  
Music Explorations
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Gabby Cook 
Visual Arts

Connor Hills
Wood Tech  
(Material Solutions)

Taleah Daish
SACE Merits: 
General Mathematics

Cody Oughton
Workplace Practices

Mahalia Donley
Year 12 Dux

Elle Spencer  
Music Studies

Cheyenne Hawke
Research Project A

Jazz Curry
Physics 

Ethan Morris
Photography  
(Digital  
Communication 
Solutions)

Kane Cody
Research Project B

Mahalia Donley
Psychology

Eli Nottle
Physical Education

Oscar Collins  
Specialist  
Mathematics

Oscar Collins  
Year 12 
Runner Up Dux

Jazz Curry
Specialist  
Mathematics

Mahalia Donley
SACE Merits: Biology






